
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER;

THE BATTLE OF KING'8 MOUNTAIN.

We are glad to have an opportunity of bringing
to the notice of our readers the following historical
papers, throwing valuable light on the incidents of
one of the most important events of our Revolu-
tionary war, and which is supposed to have had an

important influence upon its result.

Extract of a Letterfrom the Abingdon Literary
Club to the Editors ofthe Jibingdon Virginian.
To revive in the memory of our young countrymen the

deeds of their forefathers, to keep dive the spirit of the revo¬

lution which achieved our independence and established our

Union, to show what it cost and how highly it should be
valued, ihe Literary Club of Abingdon send you the follow¬
ing doctment for publication. It is taken entirely from
British writers, and has never appeared, as far as we have
seen, in any American history or publication. It is the
British sccount of Col. Ferguson, and their own account of
the consequences of the battle of King's Mountain. The
reader will particularly notice the account which Col. Fergu¬
son gave to his brother, Dr. Adam Ferguson, of Scotland, of
a scene that took place at the battle of Brandywine, or about
that time, in 1777, in which Col. Ferguson states he had it
fully in bis power to have killed both Gen. Washington and
Gen. Lafayette, and declined to do so. The order was given
to three of his riflemen at one time and recalled. He himself
had levelled bis own rifle, and relented ! Gen. Washington
waa about one hundied yards from him. Ferguson and his
men were perfect marksmen. He had himself invented the
rifle used by his carps, which was superior to any in our army.
If Gen. Washington had fallen on that day, what would have
been the fate of the American revolution ? How alight the
incidents in the course of events which teem to give direction
to the affairs of this world ! The fa'e of this great republic
and rising empire of* the West seemed to hsve bung on this
occasion on the determination of Col. Ferguson, a most skilful
and brave British officer, who wss afterwards slain in battle
by the volunteers of Virginia, of North and South Carolina,
on the summit of King's Mountain, in October, 1780.
The time in which this battle was fought gave great im¬

portance to its const quences. The summer snd fsll of 1780
was, perhaps, ihe most gloomy period of the American Revo¬
lution. Tfce tide of disaster bad run against us for nearly a

year. In the fall of 177?our army was repulsed at Savannah,
with an immenie loss. Here fell the brave Pole, Gen. Pu¬
laski. In the May following Charleston surrendered a large
army, with three or four frigates, and a large quantity of mi¬
litary stores. A few weeks afterwards Col. Buford, with his
regiment, was cut to pieces by Col. Tarleten, of the British
army. In August following Gen. Gatea's whole army was

destroyed at Camden, and a few days afterwarda Gen. Bump¬
ier was surprised and entirely defeated. In September, 1780,
Arnold's treason was detected. And at this period our
ftoancea were all exhausted, the credit of the country was at
the lowest ebb, and the paper monev worthless. We had no
means to clothe and feed our army. Gen. Washington was

himself almost on the verge of despair. His letters at this
period show the greatest anxiety and distress of mind, and
that he thought the cause almost hopeless.

In such a gloomy period of our country's distiess, and al¬
most of despair, there rose up in Southwestern Virginia and
in East Tennessee a gallant army of brave young men, who,
without pay and without any orders from their Government,
volunteered their services to fight the battles of their country.
They seized their own rifles and mounted their own horses,
and marched two hundred miles through a wilderness, and
over lofiy mountains, and, in less than two weeks from the
.time they had left the place of rendezvous, they demolished
entirely a British army of a most formidable character. They
turned the tide of success in favor of our country. They
broke up the British general's plan of campaign againat North
Carolina and Virginia, extinguished nearly forever all the aid
lie was receiving from the tories in the South, and compelled
him to retreat back into South Carolina, to save the country
he thought was entirely conquered and subdued. The docu¬
ments that follow will prove the*e statements. They contain
the acknowledgments of British writers, and of Lord Corn-
wallis himself.

Are not these reminiscences calculated to attach ua to thia
Union ' Can we ever think of laying our parricidal hands
upon the work of our Fathers ? Can we ever dare to attempt
the destruction of that Government which their heroism con¬
tributed so greatly in establishing.which has attracted to¬
wards us the wonder and admirauon of the world, and has
given us a degree of prosperity and hsppineaa which no other
nation of which history has given any account ever enjoyed
before ?

British Jiccount of Col. Ferguson, and the conse-

quences of the Battle of King's Mountain.
Historical justice and fairness require that we should in¬

sert what the Britiah writers have said of their own gallant
officer with whom our mountaineers contended on their glo¬
rious field of fame. Justice to an enemy is an attribute of
magnanimity, and be who cannot find in his heart any prompt-
inga of this noble and generous impulse is unfit to write his¬
tory. He may, without this manly virtue, write eulogiums
and invectives, and fill his pages with declamation ; but they
wilt not be read by the candid and the wise as the sacred re¬

cords of truth. Let us do justice to Col. Patrick Ferguaon,
who commanded the British army at King's Mountain. He
waa the son of an eminent Scotch Judge, James Ferguaon of
Pitfour, Lord of Seaaion and Justiciary, and nephew of a no¬

bleman of great literary talents, viz. Patrick Murray, (Lord
Elibank,) deemed by Robertson, Ferguaon, Hume, and con¬

temporary sages in genius and erudition, equal to the authora
of the Scottiah Augustan age. Patrick Ferguson, (says a

Britiah writer,) who command<d the British army at King'a
Mountain, " sought fame by a different direction, but was of
equally vigorous and brilliant powers." In early youth he
entered the army, and, while a subaltern of eighteen in the Ger¬
man war, waa distinguished by a courage aa cool as it waa
determined; bis principal object being to become beneficial
by professional t-kill and effjrt. Before the battle of King'a
Mountain he had already displayed that combination of inUe-
pid heroism, inventive genius, and aound judgment which
constitute the vslimt soldier and al'le commander.

Before tbe Ameiican war he had employed the intervsl of
peace io England by improving himaelf in military know¬
ledge and science. When the disputes between Britain and
her c tlonies were verging to a civil war, the boaated skill of
the Americans in tSe use of the rifle waa exhibited aa an ob¬
ject of ti-rror to the Britiah troops. These rumors operated
on tbe genius of Ferguson, and his invention produced anew

apeciee of the nfl», which he could load at tbe breech without
using the ramnw r or turning the muzsle away from tbe enemy,
and with auch quickness of repetition aa to fire seven times in
. minute. I he rifUmen, meanwhile, might be prostrate on
tbe ground, and protect! d from the ahot of the enemy by the
amalleet eminence, either nature! or artificial. Ferguaon dis¬
played his contrivance to the satisfaction of Lord Towneend,
master of the ordnance, and other military men. When the
war commt need, his regiment not being ordered for wsrlike
service, be was extrem-ly anxious to be actively employed f .r
his King and coun'ry. He waa accordingly introduced to the
commander-in-chief, and appointed to command a corps drift¬
ed from tegular regiments, and discipline them for theprsrtw
of this new invention. At the batMe of Brandywine be pre¬
sented the fir.t specimen of the tse of his riflemen, ob¬
tained great praise for his skill snd successful effort*.
The following is tbe account given by the wrf*» Fergu.

son's conduct ai d rervices in the bjttle of BrarJywine
" Gen. WASHincToir, being informed \hat the British

army was arrived in Pennsylvsnis, (it tattled fiom the hesd
of the Chesapeake, as is well known,^ <*o«sed the Del»»»r,
with his army on the lt'h of Septeaaher, 1777. The Bri
tish troops advanced to Brandywtrss, . river wbich, runmrii
from tbe»west, falls into the Defawsre below Philadelphia
On the left bank, next to tbe city, t'.ie Americans posted tbem
selves, and erected batteries at Ct ad's F. rJ, where they pre
sumed tbe roysl army would aW xnpt to pass 5 un«J«-r cover c

their batteriea, a body of them also occupied tbe right bsnk
Gen. Howe detached Lord Coinwallis, with two battalions <

British grenadiere, aa many of l-ght troops, two hat'aliooa <

Hessian greosdiers, two Br itish brigades, and part of tbe 71*
regiment, to cross tbe ri» er further up, and tbue gain th
enemy's rear. Al the state time Gen. Knyphaasen, with an

other division, marched to Chad's Fvid, againat the provin

c.ala who were placed there. Ia this service the Germeo ex¬

perienced very important assistance from a corpeof riflemen.
commanded by CoL Patrick Ferguaon. The dexterity of the
provinciala aa markamen bad been frequently quoted and held
oat aa an object of tenor to the Britiah truapa. Ferguaon, aa a
man of geniua, which waa exercised in professional attainments,
invented a new apeciea of rifle, that combined unprecedented
quickneea of repetition with certainty of effect and aecarily to
the soldiers.
" Tbe invention being not only approved, but highly ad¬

mired, its author waa appointed to form and train a oorpa lor
tbe purpose of practice, but an opportunity did not offer of
calling their akill into action until the period at which wa are
now arrived. Ferguaon, with hia corps, aupported by Wei-
miss's American Rangers, waa appointed to cover the front of
Knypbauaen'a troop, and scoured the ground so effectually
that thire waa not a ahot fired by tbe Americana to aonoy the
column in ita march. 80 secured, Knyphauaen waa enabled
to advance without interruption, attacked the enemy, obligrd
thtm, though protected by their batteries, to croaa the river,
made good the passage .of hia own diviaion, and opened the
way to the reat of the army.
" The meritorioue conduct of Col. Ferguaon waa acknow¬

ledged by the whole army, and publicly atteatad by order of
the commander-in-chief. Ferguaon, in a private letter, of
which Dr. Adam Ferguaon baa tranamitted me a copy, jpen-
tiona a very curious incident, from which it appeara that tbe
life of the American General waa in imminent danger. While
Ferguaon lay with a part of hia riflemen on a akirt of wood
in Iront of Gen. Knypbauaen'a diviaion, the circumstance
happened of which the letter in question givee the following
account;
" We had not lain long (aaya Ferguaon in thia letter)

when a rebel officer, remarkable by a hussar dreaa, paaaed
4 towarda our army, within a hundred yarda of my right flank,
' not perceiving ua. He waa followed by another, dressed in
' dark green and blue, mounted on a gxxl bay horae, with a
' remarkable high cocked bat. I ordered three good abote to
atf el near to tbem and fire at them ; but the idea diaguated

' me. I recalled the order. The huaaar, in relurnieg, made
' a circuit, but the other paaaed within a hundred yarda of
' us : upon which 1 advanced from the wooda towarda bim.
' Upon my calling he atopped, but, after looking at me, pro-
* ceeded. I again drew hia attention, and made aign to blm
to atop, levelling my piece at him ; but he alowly continued

' hia way. Aa I waa within that diatance at which, in the
' quickest firing, I could have lodged half a dosen ball* in or
' about him before he waa out of my reach, I had only to
' determine; but it waa not pleaaant to fire at the back of an
' unoffending individual who waa acquitting himaelf very
.coolly of hia duty. 80 I let him alone. The day after, I
' bad been telling thia story to aome wounded officer*, who
lay in the aame room with me, when one of our surgeons,

4 who bad been dreeaing tbe wouoded rebel officers, came in
' and told ua that they had been informing him that Gen.
* » abhikotoh waa all tbe morning with the light troops,
and only attended by a French officer in a hussar dreaa, he
himself dressed and mounted in every point aa above de-

' scribed. I am not sorry that 1 did not know at the time
'who it was.

In the year 1779 Col. Ferguaon waa employed in several
ol the detached ezpeditiona, which, unimportant aa they prov¬
ed in result, yet, aa we have seen, called forth a great degree
of Britiah valor and ability, and particularly diatingaished
himaelf in the incursive war on the North river in 1779.
Ferguson, being engaged in the expedition to Charleston, waa
of very signal importance to the Britiah army, and ia men¬
tioned with great praiaee by. 8ir Henry Clinton, the commW-
der-in-cbief of the Britiah army. After the reduction .of
Charleston in May, 1780, when Cornwallia waa attempting
by justice and m.Vrfneis-justice and mi,dneM> .uch
m Tarleton practiteJ about thia time upon Col. Buford's re¬

giment.
" When Lord Cornwallia" (continues thia Britiah writer)
waa attempting by juatice and mildneaa to reatore harmony

between the province and the mother country, he called for
the assistance of Ferguaon. To the valor, enterprise, and in¬
vention which were ao important in war, Ferguson waa
known to add the benignant diapoaition and conciliating man¬
ners which generate good will and cement friendahip inSitua¬
tions of peace. Among the propoaitiotia of Cornwallia for
the aecunty and tranquillity of the recovered colony, one
scheme waa to arm the well-affccted for their own drfence

L iiIh}Dfhn°Ta ^n#nt co,onel in America, waa entrust¬
ed with the charge of marshalliog tbe militia throughout a

C0Un,r3r* UD.dcr h« direction and conduct, a
nuhiia, .t once numerous and select, waa enrolled and disci-
Plwd. One of the great teata of clearness and vigor of un¬
derstanding ia ready claaaification, either of thinga or men
according to the qualities which they poaaess and tbe purpo¬
ses they are fitted or intended to anawer. Ferguson eL£-
lif mge,1T m "?g * "urnmary of the ordinaty tactics

fhiT? e"rCWM °r tbe u" of ,be militia. He had

,K
e'erJ dUt;icl int0 lwo classes-one of the

toS 7h«Wi 6 aD un"arried» "ho ahould be ready
nZ nJ Kl°i " 10 tef*1 enemy that infeated the

h mL' aDj of ,be a8ed beada of families, who
7i r° UnUe I" defen^"g ^ir own townships,

1!^ " «rimS' u
b" Pro*reM amon« ^em be aoon

giimd their confidence by the attention he paid to tbe inte-

ml^ rel|-a?C,>J' 'nd eVe" ^ hi' humanity^to the fa-

.

"
i K0#e«W T® 10 arnw *gain8t him. . We come

not, aaid he, to make war upon women and children,' and
gave them money to relieve their distresses. The move¬
ments of the Americana having compelled Lord Cornwallia
to proceed with great caution in hia northern expedition, the
geniua and rapid efforta of Ferguson were required lor pro¬
tecting and facilitating the march of the army, and a plaS of
collateral operationa waa devised for that purpose. In the

l*rrt° T 8?er8' h° had ,<Wanced «fcra. Ninety-
Six, about two hundred milea from Charleston; and with his

.UCC""w" «cting «gainat different bodiea of
the colomsta that ...II disputed the poe^on, when intelli

Cne'""]?1 fr,om'he Dri,"h officer, Col. Brown, comman¬

tel..uSuJr"I ll U1Pper1Ge°r«ia' lhal a ~rps of re¬
bels, under Col. Clarke, had made an attempt upon Augusta,
Carolma8 7 ,^ waa retrying by the back aettlementa of

me.M^'h 'his information Col. Brown added that he
meant to hang on the rear of tbe enemy, and that if Ferjru-

hi?«T.rt I
00' rrJS? roUte b® might 66 intercepted and

sUtent with £. * Thuf,?rrice aeeni®d *> he perfectly con¬
sistent with the purposes of his expedition, and did not live
lme to wait for fresh orders from Lord Cornwallia Fergu¬
son yielded to his mual ardor, and pushed with his detach-

Sy 8 feW regulir" #nd miU,ia' int<> Tryon

the AUeUHnv'm 'im.e numcroua bodies of back aettlera wast of
^gy mountaina were inarms, some of tbem intend

log to seize upon the presents intended for the Creek and
ero ee ndians, which they understood were but alishtlv

guarded at August., Georgi/. Other, had a^mbled 5pl>n
Th«!i"rm of .nem,®'< llke|y to viait tbem from 8ou>h Carolina

intelligence of Brown's Si,' Zi Ferguwn, having no

-Web ... undertaken
llM ».""

"""""''lainghi. .oute . ni..,.., fi.,ee, Md
-1ld.^Th. iZL0° . ",L,^r"!h.UP in "" '°d

Wed, .ithool 0, narnin,, .nd",, ,b',
»',h"; to the number .f l,M0d."M

well moun'»d, and excellent horsemen. Diacoverin* tbem

enemies as he crowed King's Mountain, Fergus^ tJokZ
b^tposi^n rorreceiv.og them that ,he groungd JS

I K- . w aysn: ne,,ber c,)?e,ed hy horse nor artillerv
and being likewiae dismayed and astonished st finding them-
se ves so unexpectedly surrounded and attacked on eve?v
aide by the cavalry of the Mountains, were not cspible of
withstanding the impetuo«ity of tbair charge. Already 150
of h.s soldiers were killed upon the »pot, snd a greater num-
ber waa wounded. Mill, however, the unconquerable spirit
of this gallant officer refused to aurrender. He repulsed a
succession of'attacks from every quarter, until he received a
mortal wound. By tbe fall of Col. Fergutoo his men were

hsHrSh Hbearlen.^, kAnimated bjbit hr"e e,amP''. 'heyhad hitherto preserved their courage under all duadv.ntagJ
In the resources of hia fertile genius they deservedly plsced
the utmost confidence, and with bim perished every hope of
success. Under such circumstances, the second in command,
judging all further resistance to be vain, oflered to aurrender
and aued for quarter.

'

" From the ability and exertions of Col. Ferguaon very
great advantages had been expected, ar.d, had he not been
surprise* and cut off, there is no dtrubt that everu expecta-
twn mrnild have been fully gratified. By Li. unfortunate

» ar~ the slaughter, captivity, or dispersion of his whole
«oq», the plan of the expedition into North Carolina was

,*Htire/y deranged, [here is the acknowledgment of s Bri ish
writer,] the western frontiers of South Carolina were now

exp »ted to the incursiona of the moun'aineers, snd it became
necessaryfor Urd CornwaUis to fall backfur their protec¬
tion, and wait f.r a reinforcement before he cou/d proceed
further upon his expedition. On the 14th of October he
t*g.n his msrch to Mouth Csrolins. H s LoriLhip snd bis
army met with very great difficulties and hardships. Their
pr msi msweres. n arly exhausted that tbe s .Idiers were

tk' "t0 1uan,,,7» *»««* h»n«y «ny masna of onAing
he country waa¦ rflowed with incessant rains. Th*y had

r .oldiei'/* h f,,e'y find a dr7 "Potto kindle a fire , the

Clw K^Vhe'r h'rd"h,P' without a' they
1 aelvp« r[I 0^,a «' d generals fared bo better than tbem-

preservedhi.
^ n<"«.h»le«

f ber, 1780 it « theWtb of Octo-

, from nir Henrv t;ii ,W°U' J '° wa,t reinforcements

4 York."
' Un°*' lhe commander-m chief, at Naw

lf Such is the Britirfi . .

I ad British officer, .rm,
d,nn« and ¦^P'i'k-

summit of Kin.' M enhrely destroyed on the
.

summit of King s MoMniam, on the of Oct -her 1780 bv
' ^ a"d of North C.:^

8outh Carolina; and such were the consequence. of hi. over¬
throw, m acknowledged by a learned Britiah writer, (he coun¬

tryman of Pergaaoo hiowdf. They led, in a connected
chain of events, to the entire deduction of the Britiah eaiue

in America, and to the achievement of American indepen¬
dence.

In a letter from Mr. Jeffereon, dated in 1822, now before
the writer, in hi* own handwriting, the following remarkaare
m.de in relation to thia victory : "I remember well," aaja
he, " tbe deep and grateful impreaaion made on the mind of
every one by that ever-memorable victory. It waa the joyful
enunciation of that tarn in tbe tide of eucceae that terminated
the Revolutionary war with the eeal of eur independence."

ne .
8"io» Manas*

UJ the Abingdon Literary Club.

THE SOURCES OF THE POTOMAC.-No. V.

WlH.TOW, Aumhiii Codjttt, Md.,
Mat 17, 1851.

I am writing thia letter from a capital tavern, known far
and wide over thia country aa the "Mountain Retreat,"
kept by Mr. Edwabd Towaaa, and situated on a beautiful
slope of cultivated land, near the aummit of the Alleghany
mountains. But, before proceeding to speak of this place
and vicinity as I intend, I must briefly record the substance
of my obeerv.tiona since I left Beverly. The ride thither is
some sixty miles in length, and for the moet part through a

cheerless and uninteresting country, both aa regards the scene¬

ry and the fertility of the soil. Farms are indeed scattered
here and there along jhe road, but they have, aa it were, beeb
whittled out of the solid forest, and an what the people of
t e est term dead clearings. The common log-house is
almost the only kind of habitation here met with, and tbe
majority of these are poorly and carelessly built. They usual¬
ly contain but two rooms, one comprising the whole of the
first floor and a garret, to which you ascend by a common
ladder. With regard to location, however, the* cabins are I
almost invsriably upon agreeable and appropriate spots:
sometimes by a spring in a lonely uvine of the mountains,
.omelimes by a rivulet on an elevated hillside, and sometimes
upon the extreme summit of a mountain, with a grassy lawn
iround, whence may be seen a world of rank and rolliog lux-
uriance, receding to the sky. The people .re ignomnt, so
far a. book-learning is concerned, but they are well supplied
with common sense, and are indastrious enough to deserve
better success than the moat of them enjoy. I. religion they
ire uaually Method.ata and Baptiats, and quite as consistent
n the.r manner of life as tbe better informed in other sections
>f the country; and I deem it a singular fact that an execu-
on for murder is said never to have occurred in the county

if Randolph. The exports of this region in any branch of
lusbandty I should imagine to be extremely limited ; the in¬
habitants seem to mske it a point to live upon their own re-1
-ources as much as possible. To hoard up money is by no
means a ruling passion with tbe majority « if they can secure

mough of the solids and really good things of life, they are
:ontented and happy. To the extent of their means they are

tospitable 5 and I have really imagined, from what I have
seen of Virginia, that for a true Virginian to be compelled to
» otherwise than hospitable would render him truly wretched
About midway between Beveily and this pl.ee, the wind-

ng road by which I came crosM. the Cheat river, and at this
point I spent a very agreeable night as tbe guest of Mr. Wit-j
MA* Ewiia. The contrast which bis comfortable frame
louse, well cultivated farm, good collection of books and
pretty children, sporting upon a velvety lawn, presented, to
"That I h.d recently witnessed among the mountains, was

luite refreshing. I found him a man of superior intelligence,
,he ®«king of surveying instrument,

n which department of mechanical labor he i. .0 much of an
dept m to receive, in spite of his out-of-the-way residence,
1 good deal of patronage from the Baltimore and Ohio Rail,
oad Company. The Cheat river, opposite his residence, is
.ather a large stream, and might, a. he informed m* with
ittle expense be made navigable to this point for keel boats
3nmy way from Mr. Ewins's residence to this place I met
with only one ,nc dent worth recording; my bridle path led
ne for a conaiderable distance up a Utile stream of pure wa-
er ,n one of the pools of which, while aeated upon my horse,
caught no less than twenty-six trout.
And now for a paragraph or so about the Retreat, where I am

(pending a little leuure time most pleasantly. It i- j. the
irst plsce, situated on the Northwestern Turnpike, and com¬
mands a most interesting view of a wild mountain land, bro¬
ken, so far as the eye can discern, by only two cultivated
arms, which resemble garden flats far more than they do ex-
*nsive fields where cattle might graze by the thousand.
The air is sdubnous to an uncommon degree, and the sun-
¦««e as well as the sunset scenes which may frequently be
witnessed are imposing and beautiful. Among the miny
itt Tactions of the place, or accessible therefrom, in the way of
latural scenery, a;e the Back-bone Mountain, .he North
Potomac, and the Pallt of the Black Water. The firsi i. the
ughest pinnacle of this portion of the Allegbanies, and com-
nands a view not only of a great world of mountains, fading
ridge beyond ridge, to the wealem sky, but also of that ex¬
tensive and unique glade country watered by the Youghio-
%any. This mountain, distent some two miles, is covered
with a luxuriant growth of oak and other hard woods, and
iffords as fine red deer and in aa great abundance as any other
part of Maryland : in testimony of which aasertion, I may
mention that in passing down one of it. ravine, yesterday I
law a herd of .ome twenty of these lovely creatures, and it
waa not long thereafter before my ear. were laluted by a strain
of rich and deep music from a pack of hounds, the baying
melody echoing into the deepest solitudes of the old hills
And to those who csn appreciate the ten thousand charms of
a wild and clear and cold and rapid stream, winding and sins-
'ng among the mountains, here is the Potomac, only half a
mile away. The splendid career of this stream, through one
»f the richest coal mine, of the world, through the gorge of
Harper . Ferry, past the metropolis of our land, and by ihe
sacred .0,1 of Mount Vernon, had led me to imagine its foun¬
tain head to be something particularly interesting, snd I have
not been disappointed. Lovely indeed are tbe pool, that here
rnvite tbe bather into their amber bosoms, and, as to the trout
which they harbor, these are slmoat aa abundant a. the peb¬
ble. of the .tream. With regard to the Fall, of the Black

ater, a tributary of Cheat river, I have to state that ihey
.re distent some fifteen miles, and at the end of a particularly
rough tramp, but will well repay the visiter for any fatigue he
may experience. The stream ia quite large, and the falls has
been ascertained to measure upwsrds of fifty fee', and are

nearly^perpendicular. The waters of tbe stream are of a very
dark hue, but translucent, extremely cold, and superabound
in the finest of trout. Another attraction of the Mountain
Ketreat to the scenery-loving tourist, or those who may visit
tt for the purposes of hunting ,nd fishing, or to invigo¬
rate their he.lth by its pure air, i. the character of the land-

!° ' Thw " ,ndeld .» could be desired by the
lover of variety or the moat fastidious, the vi..d> not on|y
first-rate, but are placed upon the table in a manner which I

lnLrrtX^ in '° whatis more,
tbe best of wines is alwaya obtainable.

But this plsce is also ,n .«r.cive one to tho* who have a

Mte or business, especially ,h. kind resohing from the driv-

V ,T t T 10 EM,CTn The farm at-
tacbed tetb. Retrest contains some sixteen hundred acre*
and (.hough rich in the two mineral, of ,ron and coa.) afford.
every fscU.ry for the filing ,.f^ ,nd j# ^.

resting-place lor the Western drover,. At this ver/moment,
as I look out upon the surrounding fields, I c,n dlKCrn hew
a herd of two hundred fat cat,I,, ,b.r. . flock of hun.
dred .he*p, and yonder a drove of four huadred hogs, .11 from
the Ohio nver, and bound to the Washington ..d B.l-imore mar-
kete. The drover, are a unique clam of men, dressing in home¬
spun clothes, r>dmg tbe best of horses, ,.J remtrk,bly
cious in Risking bargains. Some of ibem .re the owner, of
fine gracing farms on tbe Ohio river, raise their own cattle,
and dtrva ihem to market, while other, are merely apecula
tor. In live to,*, buying and aelli.g be.t th J?^
theref-Te spending tbe moat of their time upon the road Hie
distances which they accomplish ia , day with f.t cattle vary
from ten to fifteen miles , and I am informed ,hat it ,s quite
common for the drover, upon this turnpike to uke their living
merchandise even as tar as th. cities of Philadelphia and New

Inde^, takmg all thing. i0.0 consider.i,on I deem
my (.resent .topping pl.ee .»e of th. most desirable in tbe
whole &t.ta of Virgin!, for tbow, who would -csp. from the
pent op city during the summer month-, with a view of en-

joying tbe country and giving new jjfc (o pk-fci
energies.

THE PYRAMIDS OF GIZEH CONSIDERED ASTRO-
NOMICALLY.

>BON TBI UTBBrOOX. COCBIIB.
.e perusal of. leu., addre^ed to Lord Brougham by Mr.

Wild b.« directed oar thought, beck to time, of greet
Uquity, .od to e lend peculiarly intereetiog. Our attention

specially drawn to thoee gigantic monuments, which

rivilS^E U"Lfc*t io oar °f learning and

higheat attainment. Iran's^ °Ur ***' . Wld 0Ur

h*. difflcuh to an-wer than those

SSI U r1 M0° ?'°^d *.^

oortanci whn knihtk k* miW®f comparatively of lea. im-

Wh L H ^ " 'for wh*1 P*rr.' tb°ySSt JT hi ^£5^ ancient writer, tell of

tr.n3t.S tn , . ^0CeM7' Me° 'm ,he hutorical accounU

nqub^ t?ho tU.r,M "Ith from the
rSh 7 t V i* "n*'le"t <* th® three at Gixeb .» If
Cortnth had a Law, Egypt bad a Rhodope. ««H»c aunt

quu reaum oobml
**

t ""J*"7' "Waa^u. illud, ne

T^ZSSEEZr-«*-1-1.^
rhe uses of the pyramid, appear to have been threefold

Jw^h*IS0* £! ,{Tk °f lhe» on,J " aopulchre.!5JiSA m9aUOD' tb6ir h'.« gnomon..That, beaidea the purpoaeof aepuliure. thev wem ».Li
priesthood in their leligious rite, there ceo be little doubt
thll/VlLi ?*" 7' thePrk*,U were tb® 'earned, not only in
their .peetal vocation, but in the acience., there ia .. littl*
reason to doubt that theee monument, bora a certain relation
to aatronomy. Apart from prima facie evidence, the calcu¬
lations which have been recently made appear to demonstrate
thi. opinion, and, in presenting an attract of theee computa-
TK p. i° #^DOWl 8° the 1<"t®r already referred to .

The Pyramide of Gizeh, nearly oppoaite Cairo, are raiaed
upon a sort of terras of limeetone, ofwhich the Lybian moon-

COmfP'5"f J1"7 V" lhe chiefof all the , yramid«,and of thoee standing three claim pre eminence. Thelargeet
or the Great Pyramid, waa the first erected, and the other,
are situated Bear it. In aome respect* they are all equally
interesting, for each confirm, the opinion that their deaign
was made subservient to a great scientific purpose, and th*

!pow".' w u,» .°d **>.-.
The first astronomical truth which flowa out of an exami¬

nation of the* work. i. the fact that the earth', axis h«.
changed since they were erected. To thi. day the four car-

lh! tu *'*. indicated by their .ides. Let«. now examine

formati^." eC,enUfic Uws .PPear t0 *>»*. guided in their

Suppose we draw a vertical aection of any one of them, the
NoW' " ». interesting to

observe that the angle of inclination of the aide to the base,
"V0" ErP?Dll,.cul«'» [. ««tly ,uch a. allows the northern
ide to be illuminated by the sun's direct beams between the

rfv« n^ ,r UniD ^uino*e"' lhe impact of the solar

"IB ,K
Mpect being ,he daJ frona which the Egyptianscomputed the commencement of their year. The Pyramids

!h.' ",t,Uattd '?JDOrlh ,mlilude 30°, required for thie end

£&& ^ " h"f of.

®'enieD1t4ry we thus find two
grand uws of the pyramids.the indication of the cardinal

'!? ,® d*dQct,on of the ¦tability of the earth's axis,
and the index to the commencement of the solar year. But
be«> are not all. It was necessary that the meridian ahould

. ?lned« aod much in same way aa we

thi Paint- M*t ° ' ,Ur»cro" ^e wires of the telescope dothe Egyptians appear to have made the obceivation. The
Md SV.T.? tbe ^'e W"' theone moal ,ike,y to be chosen,
entrance

northern ,,de of tbe pyramids that we find the

!°!fa,,ce' howeTBr, "a. not sufficient. It was ne-
cessary that the passage should incline like tbe axis of an
oquatonsl telescope, or the axis of the earth; and in thepyra-S nfVh *? ,h" ,8the arrtngement followed-the inclina-

26° fu Jo ,h® l,r*e,t respectively
n«w it' .

» .n<l 28 2. Although this discovery is not
new, it u important that it should be brought forward in con-
nexion with others.
.,Tihl8eng]eii" '"toreeting in its bearing upon a fact pointed
in !k . , 5?chel- The Btar which to us is nearest
to the true pole (a Ursas Minories) was not the pole star to
tbe hgvptians { and tbia arises from what ia termed the preces¬
sion of the equinoxes.an apparent motion in the .tar., .low
but aura. Granting that nearly 4,000 years have passed
since these mighty structures were begun, the influence of
thu change would be a very decided alteration in the longi-
!k °k !. P0 8,,r. Tbe I,r«esi in the constellation Draco,
Uiough by no means a very bright one, (a, equal to third
magnitude,) would then approach nearest to that spot round
which the starry sphere seemed to turn ; and even then its
polar distance would equal 2° 51' 15". Deducting this angle
from the latitude of G.zeb, viz., 29° 59' 15", we find tLat the
star in question must have then reached its lower culmination at
an angle of 27 V, an angle which would enable an observer
witoin the pyramids to watch its transit of the entrance.
We come now to consider another astronomical fact which

may be proved by direct experiment, extending, however,
over a lengthened period. We refer to the change which is
tsking place in the obliquity of tbe ecliptic. That this angle
bas been diminishing is proved by the obeervstions hsnded
down from the earliest epochs ; and, making all allowance for
tbe imperfection of instruments in thew days, a certain degree
of credit must be attached to the results transmitted to us.
Eratosthenes mentions that the obliquity of the ecliptic two
centuries before ihe Christian era amounted to 23° 51' 15 "

'"o °f » century ago Dr. Pearson computed it'at
23 27 44 . Reducing tbia to an annual mean rate, Miidler
estimates the retrogradation of the tropic at 0.4758".an ex¬

tremely email, yet an important quantity, and this angle
,, P" lh® m6ridi»n >¦ equ*' to 47.964, or very nearly

48 English feet, i. e. 28 Egyptian cubits. The importance
of tbia fact in its bearing upon the astronomical uses of the
pyramids will be immediate Ij perccived.
By a moat happy circumstance an Egyptian cubit was dis¬

covered in the temple ruins of Memphis, and this has thrown
much light upon the measurements of those ancient monu¬
ments. This cubi', which is divided into twenty-eight equal
parte, measures exactly 1.713 English foot, and it is not a
little interesting to observe that this length multiplied by 28
give, exactly the meridional yearly retrogradation referred to.
Tbw retrogression of tbe tropics, amounting to 28 cubits an¬
nually, is of course equal to 14 in the half year, and the
entrance to the great pyramid is exactly 14 cubits to the east¬
ward of the mesial line of the northern aspect, the excels of
tbe longer division of the base over tbe shorter being conse¬

quently 28 cubits, and tbe entire length 448 cubits.
Descending tbe entrance passage, we come to another,

lesdtng to tbe chambers, the inclination of which amounts to
26° 18'. Mr. Wild haa pointed out that this difference be¬
tween the angle* of these passages, viz. 23', ia equal to the
diminution of the ecliptic during a period of 2,900 years. We
cannot, however, understand why this number should have
been chosen rather than 25,000, which would have been very
nearly a submuitiple of tbe grand epoch when the complete
circle of tbe preceaaion of the equinoxes aball have been com¬
pleted. 8o far, then, the relation between the angles of these
passages may not be an astronomical symbol.
The two lesser pyramide appear to have aerved an equal¬

ly important purpose. They are monumenta, demonstrating
by their dimenaions, as powerfully aa if it were written upon
them in characters, that tbe Egyptian* understood tbe retro¬
gradation of the ascendant node of tbe equator in the ecliptic.
The entrance to the second pyramid liea 25j cubits to the

eastward of the meaial line, and, allowing a day far a cubit,
it will be found that, in twenty-five dayaand a half, tbis node
has retrograded 206 cubits in tbe equator, or half the length
of tbe baae of tbe second pyramid, and the entire length of
that of the third pyramid, for the second ia twice the lenrth
of the third.
The position of tbe entrance of tbe third pyramid ia some

distance to the eastward, giving an excess of 5t cubits to tbe
l^jger portions of tbe bsse» and, aa in tbe former case, allow¬
ing a day for a cubit, the retrogradation, during fifty-one daya,
is equal to 412 cubits, or tbe exact length of tbe second py¬
ramid. The former of these retrogressions ia equal to 3.5", on
the equator, (206 cubita . (206-t- 28) x 0.4758 . 3.5'',)
and tbe latter amounts to 7." Extending this to a year, it
givea a quantity equal to 50.13", tbe ascending node com¬
pleting its circle in a period of aomewhat more than 25 800
years

'

We have pointed out tbe way by which the commence,
ment of the year waa indicated} we now find that the second
and third pyramide preserve the length of the tropical year.
The elevation of tbe Great pyramid above High Nile in

1837 amounted to 138 feet 9 inches, according to Colonel
Howard Vyae. The foundation of the second is 33 feet 2
inches above that, consequently its bsse is 171 feet 11 inches
or 100 cubits above the river. Add to this the distance bel
tween the base and entrance, and tbe latter will be 124 cu-
bits above the Nile , the apex of the pyramid lising above the
ssme level 867 cubits. Now, keeping in mind tbst tbe tro¬
pical yesr of the Egyptiana waa 865 31.128 days, we ha'e

iTTh/S-7l°J 'J?7 *°r ".CDbi> *nd 'uPP"«n* that tke level
of the Nile is not lower.than it was, an excess of nesrlv two
intercalary daya. Again, in the elevation of ,he entrance
above tbe water of thai river, allowing, before, a cubit for
a day, we have 124 intercalary day..«*.*), tbe number
found in aa many years aa there are cubits in the base and
it. elevation above the Nile, vix. 512, or two ,.,.*1 lo the 9.h
power.

Pursuing thi. irg, moo. inquiry, it is found that, allowing a
year f*r a cubit in the perpendicular height of the third pyf.
m d, tn 128, or two raiaed to the seventh power, there will

5L7*** - corr^pond with

Lvram^d £ 81 UwT °f 'h# ¦nCB (b« """d

Z I l,ttef n0,Bbfr th" ""orator

ai !«,/ ,. ¦ ta!be forrD«r the denominator, i. e.

181-138th*, showing 365, which repreaeote tbe days io the j
. Proposal* for a Seientlfle Exploration of Egypt and

Ethiopia. By J. J. Wild, Engineer of Zorleh. London,1150.

civil year, to be the whole Dumber, we have 365 31-128
day*, the length aa previously stated of the Egyptian year.
a period which coincided with modern calculation*.

While the second and third pyramida determine conjointlythe mean length of the tropical year, they point out, indivi¬
dually, the extreme limits of the same time { and, to pre-
serve the unity of structure, which hae become aubaervieot
to a great acience, the relation of the baae of the great py¬ramid to that of the aecond, measures the duration of the
extremea, or rather the difference between theae exiremea.
The difference between the baaea of these monumenta ia 36
cubita, and aatronomera have determined the difference be¬
tween the maximum and minimum length of the year at 36
aeconds.

Mr. Wild pointa oot aome curioua relatione between the
baaea of the pyramida of Giseh and the regular heptagon,and pataes to the conaideration of the pyramida of Liaht and
Meydoom, which atand respectively in north latitude 29° 38'
16" and 28° 26' 50", upon the aame meridian. The inte-
reating deduction derived from the poeition of theae pyramida,
as compared with those at Gizsh, is that they perpetuate the
duration of the ay nodic month.i. e. the period between two
conaecutive lunar conjunctions or oppositions.
" If we divide," aaya Mr. Wild, " the distance between

the two pyramids of Lisht and Meydoom into sixteen parts,
and if we add aeven auch parts of this distance to the geogra:
phical latitude of the pyramid of Meydoom, we obtain, ex¬
pressed in meridian degrees, the amount of days of the sy-
nodical month." And those numbers sixteen and aeven are
no random quantitiea. The former, as haa been ahown,
equala the period of aixteen yeara during which time the re-

trogradation of the tropica on the meridian equala the length
of the baae of the great pyramid of Gixeh ; and the latter
measures in meridian aeconde the length of the base of the
second of thoae monumenta.

Combining these numbers, as directed, we find the singu¬
lar result, viz. 29d. 12h. 44m. 3s., which is only one-tenth
of a aecond longer than the preaent aynodic month.
" Theae monumenta are, aa it were, the booka on which

the learned priesthood of the Egyptiana have written the re-
aults of their atudiea of nature, continued from one genera¬
tion to another.
" Instead of writing scientific works, the ancient Egypti¬

ana have transmitted their knowledge in maaonry.
" The key to these aecret treasures will be found in the

impartial application of the great reaourcea which modern
acience preaents to the learned inquirer.in the exact know¬
ledge of the aatrooomical and meterological phenomena ob-
aervable along tbe Nile; of the geological formation of the
country; of the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms of
Egypt 4 and, finally, in tbe exact knowledge of the aite, pro¬
portions, and arrangements of all parts of the Egyptian
monuments."
The object of the preseot publication is to rouse tbe scienti¬

fic world to the treasures concealed in eastern landa, and, if
poasible, to obtain the equipment of an expedition under the
direction of Mr. Wild. D. P. T.

IMPROVEMENT OF THE OLD VIOLIN.

raox THE PICKETS (ALA.) aXPUBLICA* Of MAT 10.
For more than two hundred yeara theViomk hae remained

unchanged. Improvementa have been made in almost everyother musical instrument, but the violin of to-day ia the aame
in form, size, and make with the cremonaa of 1660. In the
seventeenth century the three Amatis were the moat cele¬
brated makera of the violin. Straduarius and Guarnarious
succeeded these, and, great aa has been their aucceaa, theyhave aingularly loat s'ght of one of the firat principles of the
correct violin.

Sir Richard Philips, the collator of " A Million of Facta,
aaya s " The violin ia the form of instrument which all men
would adopt when seeking to produce vibrations." Perfect
uniformity, and an absence of any substance tending to im-
pede the vibiations, are essential requisites to the production
of a full, clear, mellow, round tone.
Our townsman, Mr. Wiuuk B. Tiltos, inexpenment-

ing upon an old violin, was struck with the idea of improving
the aound, both in tone and volume, by removing the cauae
which, in hia opinion, impeded the vibration. He^made the
attempt, and succeeded. Determining to test his ^improve-meni by the severest scrutiny, he took several of bis improved
violins to New Orleans, placed them under tbe inspection of
the most eminent musicians in the city, explained tbe nature |
of his improvement, and received the highest asaurance of the

{value of his invention.
_ (To aatiafy our own mind we left with Mr. Tilton an ex-

cellent instrument, with full authority to use it as his own in
testing the improvement. The violin is well known in this i
place, and all who have heard ita sound declare that it haa ,
been benefited at least one hundred per cent. ]Mr. Tilton can improve any violin. Of course a fine in-
strument is capable of greater improvement than an ordinary
one. He has experimented on some dozen or more, and has
been completely successful in every instance. I

Mr. Tilton has patented his improvement, and haa been
strongly advised by his f iends here and in New Orleans to
remove to some one of the large cities. If he follows this
advice his fortune will be made..West Alabamian.
The above (ssys the Republican) ia no exaggeration of the

wonderful and ingenious discovery which our fellow-towns-
man has made as to the means of increasing and improving,
in both volume and quality, the tones of the violin. I he
subjoined extract from a letter to us, written by a very scicn-
tific musician in New Orleans, to whom we gave Mr. Tilton
an introductory note, is confirmatory of the above statement
of the West Alabamian, if it needed confirmation :

"New Okleaks, Aphii, 4, 1861.
«« Dkab 8m : I avail myself of the present opportunity to

apeak favorably of Mr. Tilton'a improvement.
« I confess I had atrong doubta of its practicability, but

nevertheless left myself entirely free to be convinced. The
experiments he made here so far eatisfied me aa to induce me
to permit him to attach the improvement to B. s fiddle.
The ret.ult has greatly exceeded my expectations.

** It will afford me pleasure, therefore, to use all the in¬
fluence I possess in recommending it to the public notice sud
favor.
" Mr. Tilton feels such confidence in bis invention that he

challengea the production of any fiddle that he cannot im¬
prove one hundred per cent. He also challenges the produc¬
tion of fiddles of any body's manufacture, old or new instru
ments, cremonaa or imitations, whether those rsre and genu¬
ine htirlooms now and then met with and bo highly valued,
or their beat counterfeits, with their 1660, 1698, 1716, Ac.
datea, to compare in the quantity and quality of tone, upon a
fair teat with aome of his improved violins. We have no
beaitation in predicting that this discovery will introduce a
new era in the history of this most copious snd exquisite of
all muaical inatruments. The requisite measures have been
taken to secure the invention, but letters patent have not
yet issued."

Cdhiocs Medical Tmai..'The esse of Abraham Creve-
ling va. Jared L. Moore, tried last week in New York, pre¬
sents some curious features. Tbe plaintiff is a physician.
the defendant administrator of tbe patient, Frances Cory,
who died rich. The physician presented a bill for several
hundred visits, at from $2 to $5 a visit. The visits of course
extended through a series of years. Payment was refused
on the ground that the charges were exceaaive. The testi¬
mony ehowed that the amounta were not settled during tbe
lifetime of the patient, for the reaaon that the phyaician waa
a particular friend, who was provided for in the will of his
patient. But the patient changed her mind in this respect,
and left her property to the defendant.

In relation to the charges, it waa shown by tbe testimony
of respectable practising phyaicians that the profession is in
the bsbit of charging high for services rendered rich patients,
to indemnify themselves for services which they are caHed on

to render to the poor snd destitute. To this feature of the
case the court in cbsrging the jury said :

.. One point in the evidence struck the Court with seme
surprise. It was said to be a rule among doctors to cfcarge
rich people a high rate of feea because the medical profession
were obliged to attend a great many poor for nothing- 1 h®
Court doos not think this in accordsnce with fair dealing si .

though it, may account for some discrepancies in physwisns
bills. Tbe jury mu«t disregard this, and look to the value
of the services rendered."
The jury retired and found a verdict for the plaintiff.da¬

mages $1,963 48.

Bar Accidbmt.Foom Livxa Lost..On Friday evening,
the 16th instant, the iron bridge across Benson, upon the
Louisville snd Frankfort Railroad, about five milea from
Frankfort, broke down whils tbe large car m which toe hands
boarded and alept waa croaaing it t by *b,cb ratde«»t two par¬
sons were killed outright snd two have since died, The bndge
wis of cast iron, a single spsn of one hundred snd five feet.The supper had been prepared in thi* boarding car which
waa iteeli nearly a. I.'ge .. «be bridge, and the hsn. s were

pushing it across the badge by band, intending M» «t down to

supper aa aoon a. .hey got it over. Ju*t a. the bind part of
tbe car ptss d the abut.nt the ms.n bars of be bridge brok,
short ofl" behind it, and tbet end of the car fell to the water,
the other end remaining upon the bsrs or opposite sbutoKnt,
snd making sn inclinationofsnmefbry fivedegrees. Ol course

every thing in the car slid with a crash to the lower end.
One m the wwkmen was crushed to death almo»t instantly
Mr. Edmund B*eoo, of Frankfort, . worthy mtchar ic, who
was standing upon the bridge when it fell, was thio *n into i

the water and drowned. T»o women who were in the cars
were horrbly scalded with some fiftren gsllm s of hot coffee 1
which bad jusl been prepared for supper, and h >ve einredied.
One other workman had his leg crushed so that ampliation
became necesssry. Tbe injuriss to one or two Uhars were i

severs, but not dangerous. Several small children in the car 1
escaped unhurt..Commonwealth. <

A LETTER FROM NIAGARA FALLS.

Editorial Correspondence qf the N. Y. Express.
Niagaba Fallh, Mat 19..I have paid my fourth viai

to Niagara Fall*, and each new viait baa bat enhanced tlx
glory of the acene. I have before aeen the Frftia in the p«l»n
beauty of midnight, when the atarry boat crowned the watera
with their aparkling gema of gold. I have aeen them, too,
when the evening miat roae from the watera, aa if to ahow
b the beholder that atraoge and beautiful apectacie, the
apaoning of the arch of the heaven* by the light of tha foil
moon. I have bathed, too, in the feathery apray of the Ame¬
rican and Canadian fall whan the watera aeemed to roar above
me like the muaic of the apheiea. Now, after a lapae of a
few yeara, all theae wonderful creationa of nature reappear
with more glowing remembrancee of the paat, and all refresh -
ed by new picturea and the aenae of new beautiea. Tha
eternity of all time aeema to be peraonified in auch a acene.
There waa the aame roar of watera heard a thousand years
ago, and they will be heard for agea to come. The billows
atill roll on and tumble down from cataract to cataract, as
they did when they forced their way, by the warring of the
elements, from lake to lake. Here and there, but not oftener
than once in a lifetime, the rocks and trees have given way
before the ceaaeleee wearing of the floods. Trees with the
marks of agea upon them, and rocke that aeemed to have been
laid by the Great Architect of the earth for the deep founda¬
tions of the world, have fallen into the gulf below ( but ao few
are the changea of a long life, and longer traditions, that it is
impoasible, with a good reason, to realize the prophecies of
those who have aeen in tha wondere of the preeent any cer¬
tain indications of future change. Some argue, like Volney,
that Lake Erie ia to be drained of its watera through this over¬
flowing channel; others, that Lake Erie and Lake Ontario
are to be brought to a common level, and their watera mingled
into one ; and others atill, that the wide-epread level lands of
the Canadian ahore, after the paliaadea are scaled, will become
the bed of some new lake or aea, and many now think that
theae lands were once covered with water. But all auch
speculations to the viaiter abstract the charm from a place
like thia.

It ia enough of speculation for me to behold Niagara, the
Thunder of Watera, to lie down to reat to the lullaby of its
melodious music, and to be refreshed and awakened by the same
aweet strains. The muaic loses its monotony in .the conacioua-
nets of the great organic power which gives it, aa it were*
the inspiration of aong. Next to the tolling thunder, which
almost makea the beatings of the pulae echo back the music
of the heavens, is the iound of the watera of Niagara, while
the influencea of auch atraina are as gentle and soothing as
the breathings of the wind upon a flower garden. So, next
to the lightning piercing the black clouda which aometimes hang
from the sky, as if they were the thick curtains of night, is the
sight ofNiagara. Behold thoae Falls again and again, and each
new view shall impart new interest. Look from the Ameri¬
can to the Canadian ahore.wp from aome sheltered point where
the waters have fallen, or dawn from the dizzy heighta above,
where almost afl sense ef danger ia loat even in the very midst
of it.and we can realise something of thia terrible power.
The whirlpool and rapida forever bubbling and boiling above
their rocky foundations, and driven to and fro by warring cur¬
rents, excite almost a like amazement. It ia awe and majesty
all, and nowhere elae have I seen such a demonstration of the
great power of the Creator of the Univerae.
There ia alaohere aa much that ia calm and tranquillizing as

Ihere is grand and impoaing. Some of the prettiest country in
the world, and aome of the most highly cultivated, may be seen

from the observatories which have risen upon the field where
the terrible battle of Lundy'a Lane was fought. The orcbarda
loaded with blossoms, the fields of wheat tipped with the deep¬
est green, the vast forests extending towarda the lake, the
church apirea rising as so many monuments erected by a re¬

ligious people for the worship of God, happy laborers plough¬
ing the fields, busy workahops; visiters exhilarated or subdued,
according to their vaiied temperaments, and coming from all
landa to behold a common object of intereat; villages, whose
pretty dwellings give evidence of taste and prosperity, the
border of rival countries and yet of friendly neighborhoods,
theae are the good impressions of this portion of the country.

I cannot fail to read a moral in auch a place. I behold the
waters rolling along the ahorea of two countriea for thousands
of miles. I remember that the people sprung from the same

origin; that they speak the same language ; that they enjoy
many righta and privilegea in common, wide as may be the
contraat in the enjoyment of other privilegea. I see the shores
of these two oceana linked literally in the iron bands of mag¬
netic attraction, and held together by bridgea of iron, owned
in common by the ciUzena of each country. The waters
which flow between theie rock-bound shores, whatever their
origin, have a common pathway.

" Like kindred drops they mingle into one."
Above and below Niagara, on the bosom of the Upper and

the Lower Lakes, are aeen the atars and atripea of America
side by side with the Cross of 8t. George of England. Al j,
nature ia harmonious, peaceful, and typical of the common

beginning and destiny of the whole fsmily of man ; and what
alwaya deepena auch impresaiona with me ia that God here
baa perpetually aet hie bow in the clouds, spanning the Ameri¬
can and the Britiah ahorea, as if in token of (hat perpetual
covenant of peace which ought alwaya to keep ua in the bonds
of mutual amity and respect. I see in this misty arch, so

rich and gorgeoua in ita coloring, ao graceful and perfect in
ita'circuit, so unuaual in ita location, ao aublime in ila figura¬
tion, that the miaaion of onr country, and of all countries, is,
like that of the great Divine Teacher, one of " peace on earth
and good will to men." There is, therefore, a sermon in
these wonderful creations of power and beauty, and well here,
and almost for the first time, do I realise sll of the religious
contemplation of Wordsworth, when he sung :

" My heart leaps up when I behold
A Rainbow ia the eky,
So waa It when say life began,
So ia it now when I'm a man.
So let it be when I grow old,
80 let me die." E. B.

Alliohamt Coustt Coobt at CombbblaMd, (Md.).
The labora of thia Court ended on Thureday, after a aeasion
ef four werka and four daya. During the term the following
aentencea have been pronounced by the Court: Michael
Milap, for an assault with intent to kill, during a riot on the
line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, sentenced for six
years; William Conly, five yeara; Timothy Flarity, aii
yaara; John Cain, five yeara; John Kelly, jr., five years-r
John Kelly, (Humpback,) aiz yeara : all* for aame riot.

In addiUon to the above, tbe Civilian contains a full report
of tbe trial and conviction of R. W. Clarke for the killing of
his wife. It appeara from the teatimony tbat be aroueed the
neighbora on the morning of tbe 39th of April, aayhig that
on waking up he had found his wife desd ; that ha hsd slept
in the aame bed with her \ but, on examining tbe bed, it waa
the belief of the physicians that it had been made up aince
an; body alept on it, and tbat tbe wife had not died on the
btd. She was lying in a natural position, with her hair
amoolh and bar cap on, whilst her throat waa black with the
marka of having been strangled. A subsequent examination
also rendered it certain that ahe bad coma to her death from,
atraagulation. Tbe prieoner aeemed thoroughly hardened;,and received hia sentence of imprisonment for eighteen yearswithout being affected in the slightest manner. The jury at
first tendered a mare verdict of guilty, but, on being sent
back, changed it to guiltv of sawder in the aecond degree.Clatke ia about 30 yeara old, and a eheemaker by trade.
Lcaus Natxjbje..Whoever c»n aoc >ui t for tbe follow¬

ing phenomenon most have partaken of some "Tree of
Knowledge,'' that ii baa not been our food firtnne to meet
with. A very curioua pear tree ia to be aeen in thegardenol a Mr. Green, Gowanus, within a* block or two of the'
entrance to the Gieenwood Cemetery. Half the tree is-at!
present in fall blossom, and the other half merely in leaf;
Every alternate year each side bloesome and beara fruit. The-
b-aring side this year will yield an abundant crop of sweet
fruit. The side that doea not bloeeom thia year wiH blossom
snd yield a crop of sour fruit tbe next year, and ao on everyalt< mate year. Thia ha* been the caee aince the tree first
yielded fruit.Brooklyn Star.

Tbial or a Mail Roaaaa.Tbe trial of Henry B.
Kirabrougb, a young man from Colambus, Georgia, charged
with robbing tbe poet office of a package ol money containing
six thousand dollars in notee of tbe Bank of Cheraw, in
Houth Carolina, took place at Havannab on the 17th inatant.
The commiaaion of the crime was not disputed, a« Mie prison¬
er, immediately ow hia aireet, conf. ee« d hi* guilt, end- deliv¬
ered to tbe post office agent the amount wi icb lie te«k, with
tha exception of a few hundred dollar*, atin wards refunded
by hie fneode. Tbe defence of hiaanity raieed, and wit-
ne«*es ware produced to ettt>e«MMta«* the gmurd that the prt-
a.ner'a mind had been p.vioualy impaired. The Jefy, after
being oat twenty-four hours, were unebte l<> esree, god were -

iiecharged. A new trial will cOree on in Auguet.


